A NEW CHALLENGE AS BRITISH SAILOR MIKE GOLDING AND ECOVER TAKE ON THE iSHARES CUP 2009

Mike Golding OBE, Britain’s most successful solo offshore sailor, today announced a change of tack for the 2009 sailing season, during which he will be swapping one hull for two, competing with an Extreme 40 catamaran sponsored by his long time major sponsor Ecover. 

Whilst the world is more used to seeing Mike Golding racing offshore, often alone with his IMOCA 60 yacht, this year he will be joined by a team of professional sailors to participate in the iShares Cup on an Ecover-sponsored Extreme 40 catamaran. The iShares Cup is about bringing sailing right into city centres with high tech, fast and furious Extreme 40 catamarans racing on tight racecourses close to the shore, enabling, where possible, spectator viewing from the shore. Each competing yacht is crewed by four pro sailors whilst one space onboard is reserved for a fifth man, normally a sponsor representative, client or journalist. Mike and his sailing team will compete against some of the world’s greatest sailors from a variety of disciplines within the sailing world. America’s Cup specialists, Olympians and World Record holders make up the most exciting and unusual sailor lineup of 2009. 

Ecover, the world's leading manufacturer of ecological cleaning and washing products has sponsored Mike and the IMOCA 60 campaign for more than 8 years. In 2009 however Ecover will not renew this IMOCA 60 sponsorship contract but instead will focus their sailing sponsorship on the Extreme 40 competing in the iShares Cup.

“It has been a great partnership over the past 8 years and I am very pleased to be sailing once again under the banner of Ecover, this time in an Extreme 40. With the IMOCA calendar being very light this year, it was a good opportunity to step into a new arena and provide Ecover with a great sailing platform for them to promote their brand across Europe.” 
“I am however still fully committed to compete in IMOCA circuit events and aim to find sponsors to take the Open 60 forwards towards the Vendée Globe in 2012. To me this remains unfinished business and we have already begun talking to potential new sponsors for our IMOCA 60 yacht,” explained Golding
For his first season competing in the iShares Cup Mike has put together an experienced team.  On the mainsheet will be Fraser Brown (NZL), one of the most experienced Extreme 40 sailors on the circuit having raced in the class from the outset. In 2008 he raced with double Olympic gold medallist Shirley Robertson, and the team won the first event in Lugano, Switzerland.  Trimming will be Bruno Dubois (BEL) who is a familiar face to Ecover and Mike Golding, the pair have sailed together on many races on the IMOCA Open 60 circuit. Bruno is the Managing Director of North Sails in France, has competed in the Whitbread Round the World Race, been crowned World Champion in the Corel 45 class and held a multihull speed record in his career. Bruno was also part of the crew on Kingfisher 2 for the Jules Verne attempt in 2002 and was the sail coordinator for Areva Challenge in the last edition of the America’s Cup. The bowman will be announced shortly.

“The partnership with Mike Golding Yacht Racing over the last eight years has delivered consistent results and it has been a strong business and marketing investment for Ecover.  Success on the water through the IMOCA campaigns has related to equal success off the water. However after 8 years supporting the IMOCA Open 60 we decided to look at what other properties in the sport of sailing were available to further develop the Ecover brand. The iShares Cup works really well for us in terms of exposure, accessibility and venues throughout Europe.

 Everyone at Ecover continues to be very proud of Mike’s achievements and we are looking forward to exciting season ahead with the Extreme 40.”  Mick Bremans, Managing Director, Ecover.
On why he has been drawn to the Extreme 40 class, Golding explained: “I have been looking at the Extreme 40 circuit for some time now and have been impressed to see how the class has grown to having such a strong and competitive fleet. I accept that the Extreme 40 will be a totally new challenge for me, but I have a really great team and it may surprise a few people that I actually enjoy sailing with crew more than alone. I’m looking forward to sailing once again alongside Bruno and I know Fraser will bring a wealth of Extreme 40 experience to the team. Frankly I just can’t wait to get cracking.” 

A total of 10 teams have signed up for the six-stop European iShares Cup circuit which begins in Venice, Italy, on May 15th. The level of competition is high, with many faces returning from last year including legendary French multihull sailors Frank Cammas, Loick Peyron and double Olympic gold medallist Shirley Robertson.
Mike has achieved 13 podium positions from 20 IMOCA races, including winning the Transat 2004, Le Defi Atlantique and securing third place in the Vendée Globe, even though he finished the race without a keel in 2004.   Mike was FICO world champion 2005/6 and IMOCA world champion for two successive years 2004/5 and 2005/6; the first and only British sailor to ever hold this coveted title. He was also the first person to race single-handed and non-stop around the world in both directions and he is one of just two British sailors to ever have stood on the podium in the Vendée Globe.   
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For more information regarding sponsorship opportunities please contact: alifoord@mikegolding.com 

ABOUT:
Ecover
Ecover is the world's leading manufacturer of ecological cleaning and washing products. Founded in Belgium in 1980, Ecover has always been at the forefront of its industry - it marketed a phosphate-free washing powder even before phosphates were branded as a problem. Headquartered in Malle, close to Antwerp in Belgium, Ecover has sites in the USA, UK, and Switzerland. In 2007 it opened a new ecological factory in Northern France. With its grass roof that supports wild flowers and provides an effective temperature regulator and noise-dampening insulator, the Ecover factory is one of the very first ecological production plants in France. Ecover is respected throughout the world for its policy and its ethical approach to the complex issue of environmental protection. From the very start Ecover has set itself very precise specifications with regard to the production of its products: to only use renewable raw materials, that are less toxic for the aquatic environment, which offer total biodegradability beyond their first use, and which are kind to the skin.
Ecover's products are marketed in more than 20 countries around the world.
www.ecover.com 
Mike Golding OBE
Golding is regarded as one of the world’s best offshore racing sailors. Having sailed since childhood, Mike first came to public attention in 1992 as a skipper in Sir Chay Blyth’s revolutionary British Steel Challenge, when he led a crew of amateurs in this grueling, inaugural race around the world, east about, against prevailing winds and currents. After success in the BT Global Challenge (1996/97) and world record attempts, in 1998, Golding and the entrepreneur Jørgen Philip-Sørensen CBE set up Mike Golding Yacht Racing to create and manage a commercial grand prix sail racing team. In that year, Golding commissioned the build of the team’s first Open 60 yacht and became the first British person to professionally manage an Open 60 campaign operating out of the UK.
 
2001 saw the start of Golding’s successful partnership with the ecological cleaning products manufacturer Ecover; a partnership that has involved the establishment of an Academy for Youth Sailors from around the world.   During that year, Golding became the first person to have sailed around the world in both directions and the only British person ever to sail single-handed and non-stop around the world in both directions.  Representing Britain over the last decade, Golding has consistently been at the forefront of the professional Open 60 class, achieving podium positions in major events and setting three new world sailing records in the process.  Mike was FICO world champion 2005/6 and IMOCA world champion for two successive years 2004/5 and 2005/6; the first and only British sailor to hold this coveted title.
www.mikegolding.com 

About the iShares Cup
The iShares Cup Extreme 40 Sailing Series is a multi-stage sailing circuit which visits six fantastic venues around Europe — each chosen for their superb sailing, excellent spectator viewing, and stunning locations. Sponsored by iShares, the world's number one provider of Exchange Traded Funds.  The six-event circuit will stop at some of Europe’s top destinations including Venice, Hyeres, United Kingdom, Kiel, The Netherlands and Almería, Andalucía.  Showcasing top-level racing, the event attracts some of the worlds best Olympic, round the world, America's Cup and solo sailors, who will go head-to-head close to the land so that spectators watch, hear and interact with the crews, the sport and the competition. Extreme 40s are crewed by four sailors with an exclusive 'fifth man' spot given over to a VIP or media guest - a unique chance to ride shotgun and see these professional crews in action at close quarters.
 

http://www.isharescup.com/
iShares Cup Teams
BMW ORACLE Racing (USA) – James Spithill (AUS)
BT (EUR) – Nick Moloney (AUS)

ECOVER (EUR) – Mike Golding (GBR)
Holmatro (NED) – Carolijn Brouwer (NED)
iShares (EUR) – Shirley Robertson (GBR)
Gitana Extreme- Groupe LCF Rothschild (FRA) – Yann Guichard (FRA)
Groupama 40 (FRA) – Franck Cammas (FRA)
LUNA (FRA) – Erik Maris (FRA)
Oman Sail Masirah (OMA) – Pete Cumming (GBR)
Oman Sail Renaissance (OMA) – Loïck Peyron (FRA)
iSharesCup 2009 circuit 

Round 1 : Italy, Venice - 15th to 17th May
Round 2 : France - 3rd to 5th July 2009
Round 3 : United Kingdom - 1st to 3rd August 2009
Round 4 : Germany, Kiel - 28th to 30th August 2009
Round 5 : The Netherlands - 25th to 27th September 2009
Round 6 : Almería, Andalucía - 10th to 12th October 2009 

are crewed by four sailors with an exclusive 'fifth man' spot given over to a VIP or media guest - a unique chance to ride shotgun and see these professional crews in action at close quarters.  

www.isharescup.com 

