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Ecover launches the first truly ecological concentrated laundry liquid
Ecover have extended their laundry range to include two highly effective and truly ecological concentrated laundry liquids: Ecover Concentrated Bio and Ecover Concentrated Non Bio. 
Offering exceptional washing results, even at low temperatures; more washes per bottle; 54% less packaging per wash1 and 68% less transport miles, Ecover’s powerful new concentrates mean you can tackle your dirty laundry with an even cleaner conscience this Spring. 
A supremely effective wash

Performing in the same league as other well-known brands, the powerful new formulas are guaranteed to leave your clothes sparkling clean, making them a must for your laundry room. 

A truly ecological concentrate

The formulas for these long-awaited products were put under the microscope by the Ecover scientists and after months of development Ecover has produced what they believe to be the most efficient and ecological concentrate on the market.

Everyone knows the environmental benefits conventional concentrated laundry products provide e.g. reduced packaging, reduced CO2 emissions in transport and less water used during the production process. But, the biggest impact cleaning products have on the environment is what happens after they are used. So Ecover have worked hard to create concentrated Laundry Liquids which have much less impact after you’ve used them. Additional environmental benefits of Ecover’s new concentrates include:  
· No optical brighteners2
· Minimum aquatic toxicity

· Fast and complete biodegradability
· No phosphates

What’s more, as Ecover use sustainable plant-based and mineral ingredients, you don’t have to worry about leaving behind residues of nasty (and unnecessary) chemicals on your clothes - or your skin - when you do your laundry either.
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Ecover Concentrated Bio Laundry Liquid – RRP £5.69 (500ml) – This is the first time Ecover has produced a bio laundry liquid and it’s their best laundry liquid formula to date. The popular fragrance ‘Under the Sun’ was a natural choice to help evoke the sense of summer whatever the season. 
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Ecover Concentrated Non Bio Laundry Liquid – RRP £5.69 (500ml) – With the fresh scent of lavender, Ecover’s Concentrated Non Bio Laundry Liquid offers exceptional washing power and performs comparably to Persil Small and Mighty across a wide range of stains3. 
Clare Allman, marketing manager, Ecover UK comments: “Launching concentrated products has been a long time coming for Ecover, but we had to put the leg work in to ensure our concentrated liquids were not only as effective as those currently on the market, but also truly ecological. As ecological pioneers, we always strive to ensure our products go that extra mile and although making a concentrate is a great first step, many concentrated products do not go far enough. Our new range is great at cleaning the clothes you love and offers all the traditional environmental benefits of a concentrate, but the real triumph from our point of view is that is has much less of an impact on aquatic life than other concentrates.” 
Where to buy?
Ecover’s new concentrated laundry liquids are currently available in Waitrose and online from Ocado. For a full list of stockists visit our ‘Where to Buy’ page on www.ecover.com 

-Ends-
For further press information or images please contact the Ecover press office on 0117 973 1173 or ecoverpr@brayleino.co.uk 

Notes to editors
1. Ecover’s new 750ml pack size concentrated Laundry Liquids offer 54% less packaging per wash in comparison to Ecover’s original 1.5l Laundry Liquid.

2. Optical brighteners? Not in Ecover’s laundry - Conventional laundry products contain optical brighteners: chemicals which reflect light, making clothes look whiter than they are. Optical brighteners form an irreversible bond with the skin and add nothing to the cleaning performance of the product.  They are persistent chemicals, so will never biodegrade. Ecover’s laundry products do not contain optical brighteners.
3. Ecover’s Concentrated Non Bio Laundry Liquid was rated as good as or better than Persil Small and Mighty in a variety of standard industry performance tests carried out by Ecover’s R&D laboratory.
About the unnecessary ingredients in conventional cleaning products:

· Ecover’s view on petrochemical-based surfactants - Surfactants are a key ingredient in cleaning products as they help reduce the surface tension of water which in turn allows dirt to be removed from the surface it is on. Most conventional cleaning products use petrochemical-based surfactants which are rapidly depleting finite oil supplies and are often poorly degradable and toxic to aquatic life. To the fullest extent possible, Ecover uses sustainable plant-based surfactants and our new Eco-Surfactants which offer fast and complete biodegradability. 
· Why phosphates are never used by Ecover – Phosphates in cleaning products contribute to the eutrophication of rivers. Eutrophication is what happens when rivers are starved of oxygen and obviously lead to a serious impact on aquatic life. In 2004 legislation was passed to prevent companies from using any more that 0.5% phosphates in any laundry powder packaging.  However this legislation does not ban outright the use of phosphates or phosphonates, or prevent them being used in laundry tablets or dishwasher tablets. Ecover believes this is unacceptable and has been producing phosphate-free detergents since 1980.
About Ecover:
· Ecover is effective - Ecover is powered by nature to create highly effective and supremely ecological cleaning products.

· Ecover is sustainable - Ecover only uses sustainable plant-based and mineral ingredients. All ingredients are chosen to ensure Ecover’s products are as effective as possible whilst also achieving the lowest possible toxicity and the most rapid and complete biodegradability. 
· Ecover is pioneering - Ecover continually strives to improve its product range and has spent seven years developing a new ecological surfactant for use in its hard surface cleaning products. This new Eco-Surfactant means the range cleans as well as – or better than - the UK’s leading conventional brands. The products are made with fully renewable plant-based ingredients and produced using a totally biochemical process.
· Ecover is a truly ecological company - Ecover operates from its world-famous ecological factories in Belgium and France. The company's guidelines for environmental criteria, the selection of ingredients and manufacturing processes are far stricter that those required by EU legislation. Ecover has been recognised by the United Nations Environment programme (UNEP) for their outstanding practical achievements for the protection and improvement of our environment.
· Ecover is closer than you think - Ecover’s ecological factories in France and Belgium are just 200 and 250 miles from London. This is approximately the same distance between Manchester and London, so although Ecover is not based in the UK, the transportation miles involved in distributing their products are comparable to those of UK based cleaning companies.

· Reuse, Reduce, Recycle - Ecover’s plastic bottles are made from polypropylene and polyethylene which are 100% recyclable.  Both bottles and tops can be recycled together. Ecover offers a refill service through its health food store network which allows consumers to save money and plastic resources. Visit www.ecover.com to find out where your nearest refill station is. 

· Ecover: Working with Water – Ecover’s partnership with WaterAid supports a project in Ethiopia, providing sustainable and ongoing access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene education. For more information visit www.ecover.com/wateraid   
