Sunday 16th January 2011
Canadian Scientist David Suzuki - broadcaster, author and environmental activist - tops The Observer’s Green Power List

Brad Pitt, Prince Charles, Jay Leno, Michael Bloomberg make top 20 in green list

Canadian scientist David Suzuki - broadcaster, author and environmental activist - has topped the first Observer Green Power List. 

The list, released to mark the launch of the Observer’s 2011 Ethical Awards, contains leaders in the field of environmental science and sustainable living including the actor Brad Pitt and sustainable builder, William McDonough; Felix Finkbeiner, the child who upstaged adults at the Cancun climate change conference; Jonathan Franzen, eco novelist; Prince Charles; and Michael Bloomberg, the Mayor of New York. 

Since the mid-70s Suzuki has been commentating on environmental issues and has been broadcasting shows on science and environment. His most successful show, The Nature of Things, a Canadian Broadcasting Corporate series, was aired in over 50 countries worldwide. In recent years Suzuki established the David Suzuki Foundation, which works with governments, businesses and individuals to conserve the environment and has been an outspoken campaigner on climate change.

Gordon Roddick, co-founder of the Body Shop and past Observer Ethical awards winner, said: "This list highlights the dedication and innovation of the global figures that are making the world a better place. It inspires people to think about their own ethical campaigners and who they will vote for in The Observer Ethical awards 2011, which are launching today.” 

Lucy Siegle, The Observer’s ethical living correspondent and chair of the ethical awards, said: “The list won’t be to everyone’s taste ideologically or politically, but these are the names influencing the way we think, adapt and respond to ecological and social justice issues.”

The list includes: 

1. David Takayoshi Suzuki, science broadcaster and author (most recently The Legacy)

2. Henry Saragih, general secretary, La Via Campesina

3. Jonathan Franzen, novelist

4. Evo Morales, leader, Movement for Socialism, Bolivia

5. Carole Saint-Laurent, senior advisor, The International Union for Conservation of Nature

6. Michael Bloomberg, Mayor of New York

7. Nnimmo Bassey and Kumi Naidoo, Friends of the Earth and Greenpeace

8. Lee Scott and Jeff Swartz, Wallmart Versus and CEO, Timberland

9. Eduardo Fischer, founder, Starts With You; and owner, Grupo TotalCom

10. Felix Finkbeiner, youth environment campaigner

11. Ellen MacAthur, sailor

12. Brad Pitt, actor and William McDonough, sustainable builder

13. Saleem H Ali, professor of environmental studies at the University of Vermont

14. Joel Salatin, farmer

15. Alan Mulally, CEO, Ford Motor Company

16. Debbie Levin, president, Environmental Media Association

17. Prince Charles

18. Avaaz, online youth activist 

19. Jay Leno, talk show host

20. Arnold Schwarzenegger

The Observer Ethical Awards, dubbed the green oscars and last year presented by judge, Colin Firth at the V&A, have become the highlight of the eco calendar. Over the past six years the awards have honoured the vital work of those that make ethical living accessible and those that champion social justice. Past winners have come from large organisations like B&Q, who sell sustainably sourced products to everyone, to small projects such as the Recyclists, two teenagers from Scotland and their eco-entrepreneurial community business.

This year the awards are judged by some of the biggest and brightest names in the UK today and they all have a personal interest in ethical issues. On this year's judging panel is actor, Colin Firth; super-model, Lily Cole; scientist, Brian Cox; author, Jeanette Winterson; television present, Kate Humble; conductor, John Elliot Gardiner; comedian, Sue Perkins; and television presenter, Ben Fogle.

Clare Allman, marketing manager of Ecover, the headline sponsor of the awards, said: "Ecover has supported the Observer Ethical Awards for six years and every year we are overwhelmed with the unprecedented amount of inspirational and innovative entries showing passion towards ethical living." 

To vote in the awards and nominate those that have gone the extra green mile visit: www

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.observer.co.uk%2Fethicalawards&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEESuTyFUFJKAjpBgfiIHpgnhVjKA"
.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.observer.co.uk%2Fethicalawards&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEESuTyFUFJKAjpBgfiIHpgnhVjKA"
observer

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.observer.co.uk%2Fethicalawards&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEESuTyFUFJKAjpBgfiIHpgnhVjKA"
.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.observer.co.uk%2Fethicalawards&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEESuTyFUFJKAjpBgfiIHpgnhVjKA"
co

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.observer.co.uk%2Fethicalawards&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEESuTyFUFJKAjpBgfiIHpgnhVjKA"
.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.observer.co.uk%2Fethicalawards&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEESuTyFUFJKAjpBgfiIHpgnhVjKA"
uk

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.observer.co.uk%2Fethicalawards&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEESuTyFUFJKAjpBgfiIHpgnhVjKA"
/

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.observer.co.uk%2Fethicalawards&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEESuTyFUFJKAjpBgfiIHpgnhVjKA"
ethicalawards Deadline for entries and votes is Friday 11 March 2011. 

-ends-

Notes to editors:

Ecover are the headline sponsor of The Observer Ethical awards.  For more information on Ecover visit: http://www.ecover.com/gb/en
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